
Music by Benny Andersson and Bjorn Ulvaeus 
Lyrics by Tim Rice 

Directed by Brian Katz | Music Direction by Armando Fox 
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I’MGETTING MYACTTOGETHER I RE-ISSUE 

Cryer & Ford’s feminist Off-Broadway hit about 
a 40-something divorcee trying to re-launch 
her music career, (mastenworksbroadway.com) 



MADDIEIORIGINALLONDONCAST-REISSUE 
San Francisco-set musical about a 70s flapper 
haunting her old home 's new owners. Demo and 
new tracks featured, (stagedoorrecords.com ) 



LOST WEST END 2 I COMPILATION 

Songs from the forgotten London musicals 
including Flowers for Algernon, Moby Dick, 
Blondel andlono. (stagedoorrecords.com) 



THE ROBBER BRIDEGROOM I REVIVAL 

Lortel winner Steven Pasquale is a gentleman by 
day and hard-hearted bandit by night with Leslie 
Kritzer& Off-Broadway cast, (sh-k-boom.com) 



ROTHSCHILD &SONS I OFF-BROADWAY 

Robert Cuccioli leads a re-imagined one-act 
staging of The Rothschilds, Bock & Harnick’s 
final original collaboration, (jayrecords.com) 



DISASTER! I ORIGINAL BROADWAY CAST 
Seth Rudetsky’s stars in his Tony-nominated 
spoof of the 70s with Faith Prince, Rachel York 
and many more, (broadwayrecords.com) 



NEXT UP AT THE CUSTOM MADE THEATRE CO 

THE SAN FRANCISCO PREMIERE OF 


by Gina Gionfriddo 

Three old friends explore the complexities of the 
women’s liberation movement with intimacy and 
acerbic wit, hilariously and painfully exploring 
the concept of trying out that life you rejected. 


DIRECTED BY LEAH ABRAMS 
NOVEMBER 2016 • CUSTOMMADE.ORG 








FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 



Each show of Chess 
Means there’s one less 
Variation left to be made... 


533 Sutter Street 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
415.798.2682 
info@custommade.org 


custommade.org 


We’re thrilled to open our 2016/17 season with a title that 
the founders of this company hold very near to their hearts. 
If you had any interest in groundbreaking musicals in the 
'80s, you definitely had a vinyl copy of the Chess album 
lying around. As is the way with most concept albums, you 
probably had no idea what was going on, but invented the 
plot lines that were obscure, and sang at the top of your 
lungs in your best falsetto. Wait, was that just me? 

Fast forward thirty years, and the actual show of Chess has had 
a three-year London run, a complete re-tooling for Broadway, 
which then bombed, and has become that show everyone 
talks about, but few have seen. I grabbed a perusal copy of 
the UK version last year on a whim, thinking it would be fun 
to finally find out what really happens, and found a libretto 
that confused me even more. It was meandering and full of 
unnecessary complications. 

Then I read lyricist Tim Rice’s introduction, giving permission 
to make our own version of this show. He said to cut what 
we want, rearrange the score as we see fit and, best of all, 
suggested using the beloved concept album as a guide, 
saying he sometimes wishes he hadn’t changed a word of 
it. So, I called our executive director and said, "You should 
sit down, because I think we need to do Chess." 

This is our Chess. It’s still a show which requires you to fill 
in the gaps, feeling more like Tommy than My Fair Lady, but 
we think it’s a damn good cut. I am indebted to dramaturg 
Stuart Bousel (also Walter in the show tonight) for tirelessly 
listening to and reading every version of the show he could 
find, and putting together this excellent variation. Equally 
monumental was music director Armando Fox’s task in piecing 
together this patchwork score, and helping us make it a 
seamless whole. Finally, I need to shout out to my partner 
in this endeavor for the last two decades, Leah Abrams, for 
saying yes to almost every crazy idea I ever have, no matter 
how great the risk. We get to experience Chess tonight 
because of her trust and bravery. 


STAFF 

Brian Katz 

artistic director 

Leah S. Abrams 

executive director 

Eden Neuendorf 
company manager 

Beth Hall 

production manager 

Paul Stout 

facilities manager 

Gabriel A. Ross 

casting director 

Stuart Bousel 

director of new works 

Cat Howser 

resident stage manager 

Brooke Jennings 

resident costume designer 

Maxx Kurzunski 
resident lighting designer 

Ryan Lee Short 

resident sound designer 

Jon Bailey 

resident fight choreographer 

Liz Ryder 

resident composer 

Perry Aliado 

resident dramaturg 


Brian Katz 


artistic director, The Custom Mode Theatre Co. 
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@CustomMadeSF 



BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

Sheri Abrams 
Leah S. Abrams 
Linda Ayres-Frederick 
Serge Bakalian 
Phil Bartenetti 
Norman Berman 
Nancy Cooper Frank 
Barbara Janney 
Brian Katz 
Marsha Katz 
Mel Katz 

Brandy Leggett-Petricka 
Daunielle Rasmussen 
Yvonne Steffen 


COMPANY 

MEMBERS 

Perry Aliado 
Terry Bamberger 
Lewis Campbell 
Stefin Collins 
Ashley Cowan 
AJ Davenport 
Jennifer Dean 
Giana DeGeiso 
Danielle Doyle 
Mark Eisman 
Stephanie Ann Foster 
Justin Gillman 
Ryan Flayes 
Eric Johnson 
Shelley Lynn Johnson 
Tavis Kammet 
Catherine “Cat” Luedtke 
Brian Martin 
Eden Neuendorf 
Fred Pitts 
Eric Rice 
Gabriel A. Ross 
Jessica Jade Rudholm 
Kim Saunders 
Rona Siddiqui 
Dave Sikula 
Paul Stout 
Richard Wenzel 
Teri Whipple 


THE CUSTOM MADE THEATRE CO. 

presents 

CHESS 

music by Benny Andersson and Bjorn Ulvaeus 
lyrics by Tim Rice 


CAST 

Florence l /assy Leah Shesky 

Freddy Trumper. Mischa Stephens 

Anatoly Sergievsky. Chris Uzelac 

Svetlana Sergievsky Heather Orth 

Arbiter Alan Coyne 

Molokov Martin Bell 

Walter Stuart Bousel ♦ 

TV Hostess Juliana Lustenader 

Ensemble Katie Francis, Toni Lynn Guidry, Paul Hogarth, 

Rowan Rivers, Gabrielle Traub, Ted Zoldan 

[UNDERSTUDIES] 

Florence \ /assy, Svetlana Sergievsky Juliana Lustenader 

Anotoly Sergievsky. Rowan Rivers 


Understudies never substitute for listed actors unless announced prior to the performance. 


n CREATIVE TEAM 

Director Brian Katz ♦ 

Music Director Armando Fox 

Choreographer Daunielle Rasmussen ♦ 

Stage Manager Rachel Maddox 

Scenic Designer Austin Kottkamp 

Costume Designer. Brooke Jennings ♦ 

Lighting Designer. Maxx Kurzunski ♦ 

Sound Designer Ryan Lee Short ♦ 

Video Designer Maxx Kurzunski ♦ 

Properties Designer Rachel Maddox 

Dramaturg Stuart Bousel ♦ 

Production Manager Beth Hall ♦ 

Technical Director Kyle Langdon 

Assistant Scenic Designer David Shimmelman 

Assistant Stage Manager Linda Huang 

Dance Captain Gabrielle Traub 

Key Art Richard Gutierrez 

♦ Member, The Custom Made Theatre Co. 


Conductor, Keyboards. 

Guitar 

Bass 

Drums 


BAND 

Armando Fox 

Justin Cavazos, Matt Wrobel 

David Kelly, Eugene Theriault 

Matt Bertken 


Opening Night: 

September 18, 2016 

Custom Made Theatre, 533 Sutter Street, San Francisco, CA 94102 

The performance runs approximately two hours. 

There will be one intermission. 

Please note the location of all exits. Please turn off your cell phones and other electronic 
devices. Photography, videotaping or other recording of this production is strictly prohibited. 
You may bring your concessions purchases into the theater. 
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MUSICAL NUMBERS 


ACT ONE 


Scene 1: A Train Station In Merano, Italy 


"Merano" Ensemble 

"What a Scene" Freddy 

"Press Conference" TV Hostess, Ensemble, Freddy, Florence 

Scene 2: The Russian Suite In Merano 
"Where I Want to Be" Anatoly, Ensemble 

Scene 3: The Arena 

"The Arbiter" Arbiter, Ensemble 

"The Diplomats" Molokov, Walter, Ensemble 

"The Merchandisers" TV Hostess, Ensemble 

"Hymn" Arbiter, Assistants, Walter, Molokov, 

TV Hostess, Delegates, Merchandisers 

"Quartet" Molokov, Florence, Arbiter, Anatoly 

Scene 4: The American Suite in Merano 

"Nobody's Side" Florence, Ensemble 


Scene 5: The Merano Mountain Inn 

"Mountain Duet". Florence, Anatoly 

"Who’d Ever Think It?". Freddy 

Scene 6: The American Suite In Merano 

"Florence Quits" Freddy, Florence 

"Heaven Help My Heart" Florence 


Scene 7: Merano Consulate 


"Embassy Lament" Ensemble 

"Anthem" Anatoly 


ACT TWO 


Scene 1: Bangkok, Thailand 

"One Night in Bangkok" Freddy, Ensemble 

Scene 2: Global Television Bangkok Studio 

"Interview" Molokov, Walter, TV Hostess, Anatoly, Freddy 

"Someone Else’s Story" Svetlana 


Scene 3: The Oriental Hotel 

"Argument" Florence, Anatoly 

7 Know Him So Well" Florence, Svetlana 

Scene 4: Various locations 

"The Deal / No Deal" Arbiter, Molokov, Walter, 

Svetlana, Florence, Anatoly, Freddy 
"Pity the Child" Freddy 

Scene 5: A Buddhist Temple 

"Talking Chess" Ensemble, Freddy, Anatoly 


Scene 6: The Arena 

"Endgame" Company 

Scene 7: The Airport 

"You and I" Anatoly, Florence, Svetlana 

"The Story of Chess" Company 

"You and I" (Reprise) Florence 



VIA MEDIA 


graphic design + publishing 


providing 

outstanding 

graphic design + 
publishing solutions 

including what you are 
holding right now 

to the Igbt, arts, 
business and 
hospitality 

communities 

since 1998 

clients include 

san francisco playhouse 
broadway by the bay 
custom made theatre co. 
san francisco pride 
castro street fair 
sonoma county pride 
s.f. gay men's chorus 

golden gate 
business association 

silicon valley 
Shakespeare 

and the 

merchants associations 
of San Francisco's 

mission, noe valley, 
castro, bayview, 
potrero/dogpatch, 
north beach, soma/ 
south beach-mission bay 
and inner sunset 
neighborhoods 


415.552.8040 

advertise@via.media 

a division of Caselli Partners LLC 
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ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES 


MARTIN BELL ( Molokov ) is a 
frequent performer in opera, 
recital and oratorio. Roles include 
Marcello in Laboheme, Sharpless 
in Madama Butterfly and Papageno 
in The Magic Flute. He was a 
soloist in Orff's Carmina Burana 
with the Mendocino Music Festival 
and San Francisco City College 
Orchestra and Einhorn's oratorio 
score of the classic silent movie The 
Passion of Joan of Arc at the Castro 
Theatre. Recent engagements 
include Bach's Magnificat and 
Beethoven's Choral Symphony with 
the Oakland City Symphony and 
Cole Porter's LesAmbassadeurs 
at the Herbst Theatre. Company 
appearances include San Francisco 
Opera, San Francisco Lyric Opera, 
West Bay Opera, Berkeley Opera 
and Lamplighters Music Theatre. 
He'll appear in Kiss Me, Kate 
with the Cole Porter Society in 
November and in the title role 
in Handel's Giulio Cesare with 
the Handel Project in January. 
In addition to performing, he 
has produced several operas 
including Malcolm X (one of 
the San Francisco Chronicle’s 
ten best classical music events) 
and Duke Ellington's Queenie 
Pie. He also has a private voice 
studio in Oakland. 

STUART BOUSEL (Walter, 
Dramaturg) has previously 
worked at CMTC as a director 
(M. Butterfly, The Merchant of 
Venice, Prelude to a Kiss, The 
Crucible, Grey Gardens, Six 
Degrees of Separation) and is 
on staff as the director of new 
works. Principally a playwright, he 
received the 2014 TBA Award for 
Outstanding World Premiere Play 
for Everybody Here Says Hello! 
His most recent play, Adventures 
in Tech (with Pillow Talk on the 
Side) was produced at PianoFight. 
This Christmas, he will direct 
the American premiere of Clive 
Barker's Paradise Street at the 
EXIT Theatre, stuartbousel.com 

ALAN COYNE ( Arbiter ) grew up 
listening to the Chess concept 


album double LP and forced 
everyone at his bachelor party 
to watch Chess in Concert. He 
has worked with innumerable 
theatre companies throughout 
the Bay Area including Town Hall 
Theatre Company, Indra's Net, 
Musical Cafe and the San Francisco 
Shakespeare Festival. His play 
Hypnos, or William Shakespeare's 
Cardenio will be performed at 
the EXIT Theatre on October 
15 as part of the San Francisco 
Olympians Festival. He will appear 
this November as Feste in Twelfth 
Night at the Metropolitan Club and 
in Bay Area Children's Theatre's 
Fancy Nancy: Splendiferous 
Christmas at Berkeley Rep's Osher 
Studio at the end of the year. He 
thanks his wife, Angela, for her 
love, support, and for knowing 
him so well. 

KATIE FRANCIS (Ensemble) can be 
spotted around the Bay Area dabbling 
in various musical endeavors from 
opera to big band and has performed 
with Altarena Playhouse, Hillbarn 
Theatre, Ray of Light Theatre, 
Lamplighters Music Theatre, City 
College of San Francisco, Contra 
Costa Civic Theatre, the Redwood 
Symphony, Bay Area Classical 
Harmonies (B.A.C.H.), Coastal 
Repertory Theatre and San Jose 
Lyric Theatre. Chess marks her debut 
with CMTC! Katie is a graduate of 
University of California, Santa Cruz. 
Her favorite roles include Marcellina in 
Mozart’s Le Nozze di Figaro, Katisha 
in Gilbert and Sullivan’s The Mikado, 
and Aldonza in Leigh’s Man of La 
Mancha. When not on stage, Katie 
proudly supports the free knowledge 
movement and the legal team at the 
Wikimedia Foundation. 

TONI LYNN GUIDRY (Ensemble) is 
a Bay Area newcomer, making her 
San Francisco stage debut in Chess. 
She has most recently appeared 
onstage as a company member 
with California Theatre Center, 
Sunnyvale (Harvey, Just So Stories, 
Charlotte's Web) and offstage 
as a stage manager and teacher 
with New Conservatory Theatre 


Center and Bay Area Children's 
Theatre. Toni is originally from 
the New Orleans area and holds 
a BA in music. 

PAUL HOGARTH (Ensemble) first 
learned the songs from Chess 
in one of many drunken sing- 
alongs at Martuni’s piano bar. 
He is delighted to be making 
his debut at CMTC with such a 
challenging musical and to be 
singing once again with his old 
college a cappella buddy, Alan 
Coyne. Paul has played a Nazi in 
The Sound of Music (Contra Costa 
Civic Theatre), a political consultant 
in The Best Man (Piedmont 
Players), a ghostly ancestor in 
Ruddygore (Lamplighters Music 
Theatre), Officer Krupke in West 
Side Story (Mountain Play), and 
recently performed his first one- 
man show at Society Cabaret. A 
lawyer by training who works on 
the political blog Daily Kos, Paul 
thanks his boss, Chris Bowers, for 
letting him do this show "despite 
the fact that we are currently in 
election season." 

JULIANA LUSTENADER (TV 

Hostess, U/S: Florence I /assy, 
Svetlana Sergievsky) is a Bay 
Area native and proud graduate of 
San Francisco State University’s 
Theatre Arts Department. She was 
last seen at CMTC portraying 
Young Little Edie in Grey Gardens 
(SFBATCC Excellence in Theatre 
Award for Featured Actress in 
a Musical). Other recent credits 
include Hannah in On a Clear 
Day You Can See Forever, Miss 
Maudie in To Kill a Mockingbird, 
and Bianca in The Taming of the 
Shrew. When she is not acting, 
Juliana enjoys playwriting, 
songwriting and knitting. Catch 
her this Christmas in Avenue 0 at 
New Conservatory Theatre Center. 

HEATHER ORTH (Svetlana 
Sergievsky) returns to CMTC after 
appearing as both Big and Little Edie 
in Grey Gardens last summer, for 
which she received a San Francisco 
Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle 
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Excellence in Theatre Award 
and a TBA Award nomination. 
Other favorite roles include 
Rose in Gypsy (Broadway By 
the Bay and Sierra Repertory 
Theatre), Margaret White in 
Carrie (Ray of Light Theatre, 
SFBATCC nomination), Grizabella 
in Cats (Broadway By the Bay), 
Blossom Hart in Something for 
the Boys and Luce in The Boys 
from Syracuse (42nd Street 
Moon), heatherorth.com 

ROWAN RIVERS (Ensemble, 
U/S: Anatoly Sergievsky ) is 
absolutely tickled to return to 
CMTC. Growing up in Modesto 
and graduating with a BFA 
in acting from the New York 
University Tisch School of the 
Arts, Rowan moved back to the 
West Coast and has been happy 
to call the Bay Area his home 
for the past two years. Regional 
highlights include Avenue 0 
at New Conservatory Theatre 
Center, Screaming Queens at 
Left Coast Theatre, the Musical 
Cafe, numerous readings with 
Playwrights' Center of San 
Francisco, Theatre Bay Area’s 
ATLAS program and, most 
recently, Middletown here at 
CMTC. Thanks to all his family 
and friends who make the journey 
so much more magical. 

LEAH SHESKY ( Florence 

Vassy) is thrilled to be making 
her debut at CMTC in this 
wonderful production. Leah is 
a proud company member of 
PianoFight where she writes, 
directs, produces and performs 
original comedy with her sketch 
group, Chardonnay. Favorite 
roles include Lois Lane/Bianca 
in Kiss Me, Kate (Broadway By 
the Bay), Sylvia and U/S Fran 
in Promises, Promises (San 
Francisco Playhouse), Luisa in 
The Fantasticks (16th Street 
Players) and Odette in the world 
premiere of Duck Lake. You can 
next catch her in She Loves Me at 
San Francisco Playhouse. Special 
thanks to her friends, family and 
husband, Andrew, for their love 
and encouragement. 


MISCHA STEPHENS (Freddy 
Trumper) is thrilled to make 
his CMTC debut. His recent 
credits include Heathers : The 
Musical and Jan-the-Wise in 
Yeast Nation (Ray of Light 
Theatre), Jean Valjean in Les 
Miserables (Tri-Valley Repertory 
Theatre and South Bay Musical 
Theatre) and the title role in 
Jesus Christ Superstar (West 
Valley Light Opera). Mischa 
thanks his mom and dad for 
their endless support. 

GABRIELLETRAUB (Ensemble, 
Dance Captain) is thrilled to 
make her CMTC debut! Past 
performances include Les 
Miserables and Kiss Me, Kate 
(Broadway By the Bay), Flora in 
Britton’s The Turn of the Screw 
(Opera Theater Unlimited) and 
Serpina in La Serva Padrona 
(Livermore Valley Opera). 
Other roles include Adele in 
Die Fledermaus, Florinda in Into 
the Woods, Woman 1 in Pasek and 
Paul’s Edges, Gretel in Hansel 
and Gretel and Olive Ostrovsky 
in The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee. Gabbi can 
be seen next in the upcoming 
production of Disney's Beauty 
and the Beast at Broadway By 
the Bay. She holds a bachelor’s 
of music in voice performance 
from Syracuse University, and 
a master's of music from the 
San Francisco Conservatory 
of Music. 

CHRIS UZELAC ( Anatoly 

Sergievsky) was last seen at 
CMTC as Charles Guiteau in 
Assassins. Chris has worked 
extensively with Lamplighters 
Music Theatre singing fifteen 
lyric and patter baritone roles 
including Sir Joseph in H.M.S. 
Pinafore, Jack Point in The 
Yeomen of the Guard and the 
title role in The Grand Duke. Five 
of his Lamplighters performances 
have been recorded and released 
commercially. Other favorite 
Bay Area roles include the Cat 
in the Hat in Seussical (Ray 
of Light Theatre) and Charley 
Kringas in Merrily We Roll Along 
(Altarena Playhouse). 


2016.09 • BAYSTAGES.COM | 5 



BELL BOUSEL 



COYNE FRANCIS 



GUIDRY HOGARTH 




ORTH 



TEDZOLDAN (Ensemble) is thrilled 
to be back at CMTC for his third 
show in 2016, having previously 
appeared as the Cop in Middletown 
and Reverend Tollhouse in The 
Book of Liz. When not practically 
living here, Ted, a graduate of San 
Francisco Conservatory of Music, 
has appeared with Ray of Light 
Theatre, Boxcar Theatre, West Edge 
Opera, Cinnabar Theater, Town 
Hall Theatre Company and Opera 
San Jose. Favorite roles include 
John Jasper in The Mystery of 
Edwin Drood, Kirby Witt in The 
Speakeasy, Rapunzel's Prince in 
Into the Woods, Iro in The Return 
of Ulysses, Jimmy in 110 in the 
Shade, William Barfee in The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee and Harry in Company. He 
can next be seen re-donning Mr. 
Fezziwig's wig in 42nd St. Moon's 
Scrooge in Love! 

BENNY ANDERSSON (Music) is 
a Swedish musician, composer, 
member of the Swedish music 
group ABBA (1972-1982), and 
co-composer of the musicals 
Chess, Kristina fran Duvemala, 
and Mamma Mia! He also worked 
as an executive producer for the 
2008 film version of Mamma Mia! 
Since 2001, he is active with his own 
band Benny Anderssons Orkester. 

BJORN ULVAEUS (Music) is 
a Swedish songwriter, producer, 
a former member of the Swedish 
musical group ABBA (1972-1982), 
and co-composer of the musicals 
Chess, Kristina fran Duvemala, 
and Mamma Mia! He co-produced 
the film Mamma Mia! with fellow 
ABBA member and close friend 
Benny Andersson. 

TIM RICE (Lyrics) has worked in 
music, theatre and films since 
1965 when he met Andrew Lloyd 
Webber, a fellow struggling 
songwriter. Rather than pursue 
Tim’s ambitions to write rock or pop 
songs they turned their attention 
to Andrew’s obsession - musical 
theatre. Their first collaboration 
(lyrics by Tim, music by Andrew) 
was an unsuccessful show based 
on the life of Dr. Barnardo, the 
Victorian philanthropist, The 


Likes of Us. Their next three 
works together were much more 
successful - Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, 
Jesus Christ Superst ar and Evita. 
Tim has also worked with other 
distinguished popular composers 
such as Elton John ( The Lion King, 
Aida), Alan Menken [Aladdin, King 
David, Beauty and the Beast) 
and Bjorn Ulvaeus and Benny 
Andersson (Chess). 

BRIAN KATZ (Director, Artistic 
Director) is the co-founder of 
the award-winning Custom Made 
Theatre Co. Forthe company, he 
has directed over thirty productions 
including Edward Albee’s The Play 
About the Baby (San Francisco 
Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle's 
Excellence in Theatre Award for 
overall production, 2012) and 
the similarly nominated This is 
Our Youth (also nominated for 
direction). Other recent projects 
include Will Eno’s Middletown, 
Tony Kushner’s A Bright Room 
Called Day ( SFBATCC nominee for 
direction ), Next to Normal (SFBATCC 
nominee for overall production), 
and the regional premieres of Kurt 
Vonnegut’s Slaughterhouse-Five, 
Spalding Gray: Stories Left to Tell, 
The Last Days of Judas Iscariot, 
The Love Song of J. Robert 
Oppenheimer and Red Light 
Winter among many others. His 
adaptation of Candide has been 
presented in both San Francisco 
and New York. Brian has worked 
at California Shakespeare Theatre, 
Berkeley Repertory Theatre, the 
Goodman Theatre and Killing My 
Lobster. He is an alumnus of Clark 
University (Distinguished Young 
Alumni Award, 2006). Next up, 
Brian will be working furiously 
to finish his adaptation of Kurt 
Vonnegut’s Mother Night which 
will close CMTC’s season. 

ARMANDO FOX (M usic Director) 
loves using his vintage '80s 
synthesizers to play this rockin' 
'80s score, and working with 
such a dedicated cast on his third 
CMTC musical after Assassins in 
2007 and Next to Normal in 2013 
(SFBATCC nomination for music 
direction). He's worked on dozens 


of community theatre shows in 
the East Bay and San Francisco. 
You can find his collected advice 
for music directors and actors at 
pianoconductor.com. ("So they talked 
you into being music director"). 
Armando is a former board member 
and current advisory board member 
at Altarena Playhouse. He is a 
computer science professor at 
University of California, Berkeley 
and a recognized thought leader 
in computing education. Love 
always to Tonia for her support 
and patience. 

BETH HALL (Production Manager) is 
the production manager for CMTC 
and also works as a stage manager 
throughout the Bay Area. Recent 
credits include The Thrush and the 
Woodpecker and Sam and Dede 
(CMTC), Stegosaurus (FaultLine 
Theater) and Monsters, Schemes, 
and Wild Dreams (StageWrite). 

LINDA HUANG (Assistant Stage 
Manager) In the more than twenty 
years since her first paid theatre 
gig, Linda has worked backstage 
as well as front of house at 
numerous theaters, eventually 
joining IATSE while on staff at 
Mark Taper Forum and Ahmanson 
Theatre at the Music Center in Los 
Angeles. She has worked as a tech 
for several companies here in San 
Francisco including No Nude Men, 
San Francisco Olympians Festival, 
CMTC, San Francisco Theater Pub, 
and Ray of Light Theatre where 
she managed ticketing for four 
years. "Enjoy the show!" 

BROOKE JENNINGS (Costume 
Designer) is ecstatic to return 
to CMTC with this awesome 
production of Chessl A graduate 
of UC Santa Cruz’s theatre arts 
master’s program, Brooke is an 
award-winning costume designer 
working in the Bay Area and New 
York. Credits include Colossal, 
The Nether and Stage Kiss (San 
Francisco Playhouse), Peter Pan 
(Berkeley Playhouse), HeroMonster 
and On dine atSutro (We Players), A 
Lie of the Mind, Bad Jews (assistant 
designer, Magic Theatre), the New 
York premiere of The Singularity, 
and Crooked and Ransom, Texas 
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in San Francisco (Virago Theatre), 
Middletown, Sam and Dede, 
Of Serpents and Sea Spray, In 
Love and Warcraft, This is Our 
Youth, Grey Gardens, How the 
World Began, Late: A Cowboy 
Song and The Crucible (Custom 
Made), The Rocky Horror Show 
(City Lights Theater Company) 
and A Year with Frog and Toad 
(assistant designer, Santa Cruz 
Shakespeare). Brooke received a 
2015 TBA Award nomination for 
Outstanding Costume Design for 
her work on We Players’ Ondine 
atSutro, directed by Ava Roy and 
Carly Cioffil. 

KYLELANGDON (Technical Director) 
is the technical director forthe San 
Francisco Shakespeare Festival. 
Kyle previously worked as technical 
director for Peninsula Youth 
Theatre and Renegade Theatre 
Experiment. He also worked as a 
carpenter at Palo Alto Children’s 
Theatre, Opera San Jose, Long 
Lake Camp for the Arts, Palo Alto 
Players and Broadway By the Bay. 
Kyle graduated from Santa Clara 
University with a BA in theatre 
arts and US history. 

AUSTIN KOTTKAMP (Scenic 
Designer) Austin recently graduated 
from the master's program at the 
University of California, Santa Cruz 
and is excited to be working on 
his first show with CMTC. 

MAXX KURZUNSKI (Lighting 
Designer, Video Designer) 
has designed for many Custom 
Made shows over the past four 
years including Kurt Vonnegut's 
Slaughterhouse-Five, Next to 
Normal, Why Torture is Wrong..., 
In Love and Warcraft and, most 
recently, Of Serpents and Sea 
Spray and Sam and Dede. He is 
the producer for FaultLine Theater 
at PianoFight and designs lighting 
for weddings and corporate events 
with Impact Lighting Audio & Video. 


RACHEL MADDOX (Stage Manager, 
Properties Designer) is excited 
and honored to have been a part of 
this production! A playwright and 
educator, they recently graduated 
from Connecticut College and are 
enjoying their first post-grad 
professional theatre gig in the 
Bay Area (and feeling thankful for 
that one summer at chess camp). 
Upcoming projects include CMTC’s 
Undiscovered Works program and 
continuing to use education and 
theatre to access marginalized 
narratives and deconstruct systems 
of oppression. "Thanks to Mom 
and Dad for their constant support, 
Zack for being my rock, Noose 
and Pammy for their unconditional 
love, and Eva for being the one. 
Enjoy the show!" 

DAUNIELLE RASMUSSEN 
(Choreographer) is a passionate 
arts educator, community artist, 
director and choreographer. She is 
currently the director of education 
and community engagement at 
the Cincinnati Playhouse in the 
Park and is thrilled to be returning 
home to CMTC to partner again 
with Artistic Director Brian Katz 
on Chess. Daunielle most recently 
directed Robin Hood and the 
Garden of Rikki Tikki Tavi for 
Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, 
and Around the World in 80 Days, 
Rapunzel and Disney’s Aladdin 
Jr. for Marin Theatre Company. 
She received the San Francisco 
Bay Area Critics Circle Excellence 
in Theatre Award for Movement 
in Eurydice (CMTC). Daunielle 
holds a BA in theatre arts with an 
emphasis in acting from California 
State University, Stanislaus and 
an MFA in creative inquiry and 
interdisciplinary arts from the 
California Institute of Integral 
Studies in San Francisco. 

RYAN LEE SHORT (Sound Designer) 

is excited to be making noises 
for Custom Made again after 
designing for this season’s This 


is Our Youth, Of Serpents and 
Sea Spray, Sam and Dede and 
2012’s The Merchant of Venice. 
His designs can also be heard at 
San Francisco Shakespeare Festival 
where he is a resident artist and 
TheatreFIRST where his is an artistic 
associate. Occasionally he makes 
things louder at SF Sketchfest and 
in various musicals around the Bay 
Area. In the harsh light of day, he 
can be found (to the surprise of 
those who have heard him speak 
casually) wrangling young children 
and guiding them through the rigors 
of long division. Much love to his 
new wife, Laura. 

LEAH S. ABRAMS (Executive 
Director) is co-founder of the 
Custom Made Theatre Co. Directing 
projects for the company include 
the world premiere of Gino 
Dilorio’s Sam and Dede, or My 
Dinner with Andre the Giant, the 
Bay Area premiere of Catherine 
Trieschmann's How the World 
Began, Wendy Kesselman's 
adaptation of The Diary of Anne 
Frank, Lee Blessing's Two Rooms, 
Neil Simon’s The Odd Couple, Mark 
Eisman’s Sightlines (New York) and 
a dozen Beckett shorts including 
Krapp’s Last Tape, Rockaby, Come 
and Go and Catastrophe. Having 
produced all of Custom Made’s 
shows these last nearly twenty 
years, she is especially proud of 
the company’s world premieres 
of Sam and Dede, Of Serpents 
and Sea Spray, The Braggart 
Soldier and Little Brother as 
well as Bay Area premieres like 
Kurt Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse- 
Five and Red Light Winter. Leah 
manages Custom Made’s New York 
programming. Upcoming Custom 
Made directing projects include 
Gina Gionfriddo’s Rapture, Blister, 
Burn and Sam and Dede, or My 
Dinner with Andre the Giant at 
NYC’s Off-Broadway 59E59. 


All images and/or content provided by The Custom Made Theatre Co. staff, contractors and/or creative artists unless otherwise credited. Opinions expressed by 
contractors, contributors and/or creative artists do not necessarily reflect the views of The Custom Made Theatre Co. or VIA MEDIA. Photo credits are included as provided. 
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DONORS 


FOUNDATIONS + GOVERNMENT 

Amazon Smile Foundation • Benevity Community Impact Fund 
Fleishhacker Foundation • The Kenneth Rainin Foundation 
National New Play Network • San Francisco Grants for the Arts 
Zellerbach Family Foundation 

CORPORATIONS 

Apple Matching Fund • Charles Schwab Matching Fund 
Google Grants • Workday 

ANGELS [$2,500+] 

Anonymous • Brian + Kourtney Dice • William Isenberg • Jay Yamada 

BENEFACTORS [$1,000+] 

Anonymous • Katherine Blenko + Joe Belanoff • Bruce Colman • Sharon + Richard Fish 
Sandra Hess • Mel + Marsha Katz • Frank Levinson • Sheri Abrams + Norman Berman • Fred Pitts 

ASSOCIATES [$500+] 

Minda Glynn • Catherine Johnson • Danielle Moskowitz • Marci Ring • Margaret Sheehan • Brett + Randi Singer 


ADVOCATES [$250+] 

Linda Ayres-Frederick • Chuck Bailey • Scott Baker • Wayne Bryan • Monica Cappucini • Patricia Clark 
• Susan Cronholm • Crystelle Egan • Krystyna Finlayson • Lea Ann Fleming • Catz + Jean Forsman 

Armando Fox • Nancy Frank • Catherine Luedtke • Marten Mejstrik • Sarah Phykitt • Dave Sikula • Scott Sublett 

Robert Spjut + Sue Valentine • Ron Talbot 

PATRONS [$100+] 

Leah Abrams • Roger Anderman • Alisa Baker • Terry Bamberger • Carole Bennett • Emil Bernstein • Stuart Bousel • Diane Carlson 
James Caughman • Victor Crisostomo • Kim Bromley + David Carson • Mark Dietrich • Laura Domingo • Betsyann Duval • Robert Estes 
Stephanie Foster • Chris Hannafan • Stanley Hartzell • Stanley Heyman • Karen Hollenbeck • Paul Hybel • Barbara Janney • Bren Johnson 
Eric Johnson • Muriel Kaplan • Brian Katz • Eli Katz • Siobhan King • Susan Klee • Jude Knab • Joanne Koltnow • Dan Kurtz 
Donna Lavallee • William Leben • John Lehnert • Margaret Levitt • Thomas Lustenader • Barry Lynch • Gail MacGowan 
Mary Ann Margaretten • Jennifer Marks • Cynthia Metcalfe • Harry Rabin • Glenn Reid • Eleanor Reinholdt 

Cary Cronholm Rose • Robert Rudholm • Lorraine Schmall • Barbara Scrafford • William Seeglitz • William Senkus • Randall Shields 
Kirk Shimano • Jeunee Simon • Robert Stumpf • Joan Sullivan • Leslie Sullivan • Patrick Walsh • Alison Wong 


DONORS [$25+] 

Dale Albright • Perry Aliado • Leanna Ampola • Paul Anderson • Bruce Bell • Rachel Bublitz • John Caldon • Deb Cardenas • Christie Chew 
Pat Chun-Spielberg • Melissa Clason • Stephen Coffin • Ariel Craft • Cathrina Dagdagan • Roberta DAIois • A J Davenport • Libby Dietrich 
Gino Dilorio • Tina Fein Dinitz • Steven Dinkelspiel • Daniel Dixon • Danielle Doyle • Susan Dunn • Mark Eisman • Beverlie Fallik • Jane Field 
Nina Fojaco.Reed • Jessica Frye • Dorothy Gatmen • Meghan Gillespie • Justin Gillman • Cynthia Gissler • Angie Gorr • Jane Gorsi • David Grabstald 
Joana Gray • Kristen Gray • Carey Groom • Barbara Hebert • Lawrence Helman • Joel Hendler • Doug Hull • Elizabeth Hunt • Bruce Huston 
Bob Jaffe • Pamela Jang • Alyssa Jenkins • Sheila-Merle Johnson • Shelley Johnson • James Jowdy • Marcia Kadanoff • June Kamerliang 
Sarah + Terence Keane • John Keck • Jim Kendall • James Langdell • Stephen Lanza • Marc Larby • Ricardo Lasquete • Frances Laursen • Kelly Lee 
Dennis Lickteig • Benito Martin Lopez • Steven Lowenrhal • Carl Lucania • Michael Lushington • Michael Lynd • Lynn Magill • Pete Mannix 
Paul McCormick • Roger McCracken • Patricia McGuigan • Pat McKelvey • Pidge Meade • Manuela Mercandelli • Joseph Mersol • Catherine Messina 
Charles Miller • Patricia Milton • David Mohr • Erin Mulcrone • Pat Murray • Lisa Marie Newton • Paul Nocero • Elizabeth O'Connell • Ben Janken 
Paul Hern • Marie Peckfelder • Sharon Perl • Evelyn Jean Pine • Cameron Poetzscher • Madeline Puccioni • Matt Quinonez • Dorothea Rastegar 
Kelly Rinehart • Janet Rodgers • Hilda Roe • Geoff Rubio • Mary Anne Ruyle • Linda Scourtis • Lisa Semeraro • Andrew Sexton • Madhuri Shekar 
Noah Silas • David Sklar • Glenna Snyder • Barbara Sonner Weissman • Sally Spencer • Katherine Stein • Leo Stutzin • Agata Sulczynski 
Steve Susoyev • Peter Townley • Deborah Van Atta • David Vangerov • Noah Wagenstein • Jason Watts • Richard Wenzel • Elizabeth Werter 
Teri Whipple • Michael Williams • Elizabeth Willits • Daniel Wilson • Louise Yarnall • Virginia Yee 


THANK YOU! 
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TRELCONFRON 


BY YOUNG JEAN LEE 

DIRECTED BY MINA MORITA AND LISA MARIE ROLLINS 
SEP 22-OCT 15 • THE THICK HOUSE 
CROWDEDFIRE.ORG - 415.523.0034 


• 

m OF LIGHT 

C:S theatre 

PRESENTS 

BOOK Sc MUSIC BY 

RICHARD O’BRIEN 

THE 

DIRECTED BY 

MARO GUEVARA 

MUSIC DIRECTION BY 

ROCKY 

DAVID MOSCHLER 

CHOREOGRAPHY BY 

LESLIE WAGGONER 

HORROR 


SHOW 

OCTOBER 27 th 
- NOVEMBER 5 th 

VICTORIA THEATRE | RAYOFLIGHnHEATRE.COM 




NOW FEATURED 



OMING SOON TO 


AY §TA£SI«§ 

/fQ I «d> I ^^^3 §xa t& 

ALL OF WHAT YOU LOVE AND NONE OF WHAT YOU HATE | SAN FRANCISCO PLAYHOUSE [@therueff] 

NOW THROUGH 9.25.1B I 415.677.959B • SFPLflYHOUSE.ORG I SAN FRANCISCO 

WAITING FOR GODOT | DRAGON PRODUCTIONS THEATRE COMPANY 

NOW THROUGH 10.02.16 I 650.493.2006 • DRflG0NPR0DUCTI0NS.NET I REDWOOD CITY 

, LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS I RAY OF LIGHT THEATRE 

NOW THROUGH 10.08.16 I RAY0FLIGHTTHEATRE.COM I SAN FRANCISCO 

CHESS | THE CUSTOM MADE THEATRE CO. 

NOW THROUGH 10.15.16 I 415.798.2682 • CUSTOMMADE.ORG I SAN FRANCISCO 

THE SHIPMENT | CROWDED FIRE THEATER 

9.22.16*10.15.16 I 415.523.0034 * CROWDEDFIRE.ORG I SAN FRANCISCO 

OTHER DESERT CITIES | CITY LIGHTS THEATER COMPANY 

9.22.16 * 10.23.16 I 408.295.4200 • CLTC.ORG I SAN JOSE 

PETER AND THE STARCATCHER I BERKELEY PLAYHOUSE 

9.22.16*10.16.16 I 510.845.8542 * BERKELEYPLAYHOUSE.ORG I BERKELEY 

SEARED | SAN FRANCISCO PLAYHOUSE 

9.27.16*11.12.16 I 415.677.9596 * SFPLAYHOUSE.ORG I SAN FRANCISCO 

WE ARE PROUD TO PRESENT | SAN JOSE STAGE COMPANY 

9.28.16 * 10.23.16 I 408.283.7142 • THESTAGE.ORG I SAN JOSE 

THE FANTASTICKS | OMG, I LOVE THAT SHOW PRODUCTIONS 

10.07.16 * 10.30.16 I 925.943.7469 • OMGILOVETHATSHOW.COM I WALNUT CREEK 

SHUDDER | THE BREADBOX 

10.28.16*11.19.16 I 415.931.1094 * BREADBOXTHEATRE.ORG I SAN FRANCISCO 

MAJOR BARBARA | PEAR THEATRE 

10.28.16 * 11.20.16 I 650.254.1148 * THEPEAR.ORG I MOUNTAIN VIEW 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST | BROADWAY BY THE BAY 

11.4.16*11.20.16 I 650.579.5565 • BROADWAYBYTHEBAY.ORG I REDWOOD CITY 



ADVERTISE@BAYSTAGES.COM * 415.552.8040 



